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On Jan. 20, the National Defense Secretariat (Secretaria de la Defensa Nacional, SEDENA) reported
that a special anti-drug campaign will continue along the Pacific coast states through the middle
of February. According to a SEDENA spokesperson, the campaign reinforces ongoing anti-drug
efforts, but special emphasis has been placed on the coastal region because of a noted increase
in drug trafficking in recent weeks. Under the project, known as "Operacion Nacional 1-93," the
government transferred helicopters, military equipment and soldiers to units in Oaxaca, Guerrero,
Michoacan, Jalisco, Nayarit, Sinaloa and Durango states to help destroy marijuana and poppy
plantations in the western states. According to statistics from the Attorney General's Office, Sinaloa
is Mexico's third largest producer of poppy and marijuana. Major drug activities have also been
observed in major cities in Chihuahua, Durango, Oaxaca and Guerrero states. The latest reports
from the Attorney General's Office indicate that the land area used for drug cultivation increased
by 20% during each of the last three years. In a related matter, on Jan. 21 Sinaloa state legislators on
issued a resolution urging the federal government to take immediate action against drug traffickers
involved in shoot-outs in Culiacan on Jan. 11 and Jan. 18. The incidents resulted in several deaths.
The legislators received assurances from Mexican Attorney General Jorge Carpizo that he would
assign his "best agents" to the case. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 01/19/93; Notimex, 01/20/93;
Inter- Press Service, 01/22/93)
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